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Friday, January, 15, 2021 

 

Hon. Sarah Guillemard 

Minister of Conservation and Climate 

Room 344 Legislative Building 

450 Broadway Avenue 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3C 0V8 

Email: mincc@leg.gov.mb.ca 

 

RE: Manitoba Hydro’s Application for a Final License for the Augmented Flow 

Program for the Churchill River Diversion/Missi Falls Dam  

 

Prior to 1974 the community of South Indian Lake was a self-sufficient and 

vibrant community of 600 First Nations people that thrived economically, physically, 

mentally, emotionally and spiritually.  The basis for the community’s self-sufficiency and 

healthy lifestyle was their traditional economy of harvesting various species of fish, 

mainly a yield of over a million pounds of Lake Whitefish.  

In addition, the people did not rely on social assistance, there was no 

unemployment and virtually no outside law enforcement. They existed with little or no 

outside influence from government, mainly due to the fact they were independent and self 

sufficient. The culture of this community was in many ways comparable to pre-contact 

life, the land and waters were pristine and the people’s lives were wonderful. 

Then Manitoba Hydro decided it needed a few more feet of water for its power 

generating stations on the Nelson River to the South so they could make yet more money.  

To this end, Manitoba dammed the Churchill River, virtually drying it up downstream 

and raised the water level of the lake by 3 meters so the water could be diverted, through 

a man-made diversion channel to flow into the Rat River and into the Nelson River. The 

resultant elevated water levels, flushed contaminants including mercury, from the banks 

into the lake; effectively polluting the water and the fish.   

These selfish and destructive actions ruined the spawning beds for the fish and 

destroyed the peoples’ traditional trap lines. The commercial fishing industry collapsed, 

as did a way of life for the people there. 

Twenty years later the fishery was starting to show some signs of recovery. Now, 

Manitoba Hydro wants to raise the water level by six inches and on a permanent basis (it 

has previously been a year-to-year "agreement"). This raising of the water level is known 

as the Augmented Flow Program. This will be another serious setback for the people of 

South Indian Lake and as the Manitoba Minister of Conservation and Climate, you 

cannot in good conscience allow this to happen.  The people of South Indian Lake want 

to live their normal lives and to prevent that for the sake of profits is immoral, if not 

criminal. 

Furthermore, when Manitoba Hydro first dammed the Churchill River at the Missi 

Falls dam in 1974, they did so under false pretenses; it was complete and utter fraud. My 

great grandfather Angus Bonner, (a United Church minister and former Chief of Nelson 

House) was a spokesperson for the community during negotiations with Manitoba Hydro 

and the province of Manitoba.  
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Angus Bonner was told that the province of Manitoba was facing an energy crisis 

and that the entire province of Manitoba would be without heat and lights if our people 

did not agree to the Churchill River Diversion and construction of a dam at Missi Falls.  

That their children would suffer....  and it was all lies. Moreover, there was never any 

consent from the community, in the end after a long battle, the NDP government changed 

legislation, reneged on its promise not to flood SIL and went through with the CRD. 

As a result, the entire community was completely destroyed and everyone’s 

beautiful log homes were destroyed. Manitoba Hydro replaced these houses with pre-

fabricated shacks with faulty wiring and as a result, many of our relatives and their 

children have burned to death in these houses as they slept.  

Moreover, the mass destruction of our land and resources transformed our 

community from a self-sufficient commercial fishery into a community of people who 

have been forced to rely largely on social assistance.  Before the Churchill River 

Diversion, 98% of South Indian Lake was gainfully employed and thriving.  Only a 

single mother and a widow were unemployed and they did not need assistance from the 

government, because the rest of the community took care of them.  

Today and for the last 47 years, our people have been plagued with the socio-

economic problems that result from being lied to, displaced, subjugated, and dispossessed 

by Manitoba Hydro, a crown corporation.  South Indian Lake is now a troubled 

community riddled with among the highest rates of crime, violent crime, and domestic 

violence.  Alcoholism, drug addiction, substance abuse, and extreme poverty are at an all-

time high.   

As a child I watched South Indian Lake fishermen work their fingers to the bone 

and practically break their backs commercial fishing, often to end up “in the red.”  These 

men were extremely hard working and proud. They preferred to go into debt instead of 

being forced to rely on government handouts.  

My late grandfather Louis Bonner Sr. was a commercial fisherman, hunter, and 

trapper who supported 14 children off of the land and I am very proud of this fact. The 

people of O-Pipon-Na-Piwin/South Indian Lake had their collective culture and 

livelihood sacrificed by the NDP government of the day and the eco-terrorist that is 

Manitoba Hydro, to benefit the rest of Manitoba. Now the current PC Government may 

allow this to continue with the granting of a permanent licence with the inclusion of AFP.   

You must not allow this to happen. 

In summary, this systemic oppression and dispossession of my people was and 

continues to be wrong! Why are the people of South Indian Lake living in abject poverty 

while everyone else around us is rich from our lands and resources? The rape and 

destruction of the most beautiful land anyone’s eyes have ever seen was equally wrong. 

Please, do the right thing.  Say no to the final license CRD with of with the Augmented 

Flow Program.  End the attempted genocide of my people and the destruction of our land, 

now.   

 

Yours, truly 
 

Angela Levasseur 
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cc.  

-Leslie Dysart, CEO of the Community Association of South Indian Lake 

dysartlw@hotmail.com  

-Shirley Ducharme, Chief of O-Pipon-Na-Piwin/South Indian Lake 

shirley.ducharme55@gmail.com 

-Dr. Ramona Neckoway & the Waniskatan Steering Committee 

rneckoway@ucn.ca 

-Grand Chief Arlen Dumas, Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 

arlendumas@outlook.com 

Grand Chief Garrison Settee, Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc. (MKO) 

garrisonsettee@mkonorth.com 

- Wab Kinew, Leader of the Manitoba New Democratic Party  

Wab.Kinew@leg.gov.mb.ca 

- James Beddome, Leader of the Manitoba Green Party 

leader@greenparty.mb.ca 

- The Honourable Brian Palliser, Premier of Manitoba   

premier@leg.gov.mb.ca 

- Hon. Eileen Clarke-Agassiz, Minister of Indigenous and Northern Relations 

minindnr@leg.gov.mb.ca 

- Christina McDonald - Chair MB Steering Committee (Sec. 35) 

Christina.McDonald@gov.mb.ca 

- Dougald Lamont, Leader of the Manitoba Liberal Party  

Dougald.Lamont@leg.gov.mb.ca 
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