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YOUR Voice for Health, Ecology, Fairness, and Care!

The seasons may have felt slow to
change this year, yet certainly we
all see we are living in times of
rapid change.

Manitoba currently needs our
healthy and sustainable Green
Party values and voice in the worst
ways! | sincerely thank you all for
your team building efforts-
memberships, donations and
volunteer work with us, your Green
Party of Manitoba team!

And thank you for extending my
term as leader, so we can make the
needed by-law changes to position
the GPM more powerfully for
community and electoral impacts
in the near future. We are finding
ways to get more done, make one
another better and improve over
time!

Help us experiment! Please, know
we are curious about new ways to
get our message out there and we
appreciate your suggestions and
support in needed problem solving
and policy development.
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Times of change like these
are where our team building
needs to be flexible and
creative. How do we reach
out more effectively to
young Manitobans, to those
frustrated with the NDP's
move to centrism and
business focused actions,
while ignoring our
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Leader’s Message Editor's View
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Welcome again to the Green Party of

How do we find the new members | Manitoba’'s bimonthly newsletter. We're very

know are waiting for us out there? Our proud to be able to continue bringing you

monthly series was an experiment in this. this larger and more informative format.

As we continue to create exciting ways Thanks for reading & for being part of

to reach aligned communities, writing Manitoba's Green Future! Don't miss the

letters to the Editor, co-sponsoring editorials from the GPM team.

events, supporting protests, building

community through music, calling in to If you're on the Green Party of Canada’s

radio shows, keeping our GPM in high email list, you might have read Elizabeth

visibility locations, we ask you to share May's recent Mother's Day email: “My

your ideas with us, to challenge us, to be mother taught me that ordinary people can

and do, more effectively. change the world.” | wanted to echo that
message here. Don't let anybody tell you

Know that our leadership team that you can’t change things! Change

members are all actively involved in this happens when ordinary people, like you and

work. None of us have all the answers or me, get together to do extraordinary things.

know definitively what the best next

steps may be to increase our GPM Stephanie May wanted a better world for

impact and prepare for coming elections. her kids. That desire helped end the

Yet we know when work is tied to shared atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons.

meaningful values, teams can become Her daughter became Canada’s first Green

more capable, resilient and adaptable! MP. Think about something you'd like to

And that is only some of the 2026 GPM change - you just might do it.

goals your contributions are supporting.

- Jesse Waters-Wolfe, Editor, GPM
Let us know what an exciting and highly Winnipeg Regional Representative
engaging 2026 AGM would look like for

you! A warm spring thank you and é )
encouragement to say what you think AGM U PDATE
we need to be doing, for greater

membership and impact! We are
listening. Change is coming, we can
weather it better together!

Update your calendars, our AGM will take
place in the Fall, rather than June!

Look forward to an exéiting program, with
news on our plans for the upcoming
provincial election, policy motions, Council
election results and reports from our
Councillors and committees.

-Janine G. Gibson, Leader, GPM
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PARTY OF MANITOBA If you'd be interested in helping us organize
the AGM or would like to run for a Council

position, e-mail us: info@greenparty.mb.ca
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Leadership Extension Results

In late March/early April, GPM members
voted resoundingly to extend our Leader,
Janine Gibson's, term which was up at the
end of March 2026. Janine's term now
extends until 3 months past the next
provincial election, which has to take
place no later than Oct 7, 2027.

This puts GPM in the solid position of
having a Leader in place to take the Party
into the next election, a Leader very
familiar with the Party, and the Party very
familiar with the Leader.

The results were as follows:

Voted: 44.9% (Quorum of 25% exceeded)
YES: 88.0%

NO: 12.0%

ABSTAIN: 5.7% (excluded from YES/NO%)

Congratulations to Janine for continuing on as
Leader, with a very clear mandate from GPM
membership!

Thank you all for participating in the vote!

- Dennis Bayomi, GPM President

PLEASE DONATE TODAY!

We're busy getting ready for the next election, with the goal of electing
our first Green MLA! But the reality is, in politics, one needs $$$ to succeed!
We have a fundraising target of $10 000, and every penny counts.

So PLEASE help by making a donation today!

Consider signing up for a monthly donation of $10 or $20/month.

And remember, for any donation you make, you'll receive a 75% tax credit
on the first $400 you donate for the year.

Make your donation on our website or by e-transfer (e-mail us for address).

THANK YOU!!!
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Notes From The President
Leadership Update

Congratulations to our Leader Janine for
receiving a resounding vote of confidence
from our members in the recent vote to
extend her term. We're delighted Janine will
be our Leader until the next provincial
election plus a few months. We have voting
results elsewhere in the newsletter.

Recent Activities

One of our more notable activities since the
last newsletter was the publishing of our
op-ed in the Winnipeg Free Press (Apr. 1/26).
Authored by our Leader Janine Gibson,
Finance Critic Brent Bjorklund and myself, it
was entitled "Manitoba budget falls short in
key areas", critiquing the provincial
government's budget. You can read a more
detailed version of the op-ed on the GPM
website (under News), including Brent's
comprehensive post-Keynesian analysis.

Since our last newsletter, we tabled at
Herbivore Haven (Mar 22) and took part in
numerous events organized by others,
including the "Stop Endless War" peace
rally/march (Apr 25), Trees Count Townhall
(Apr 20), and Climate Action Team's
Community Dinner & Al data centres
discussion (Apr 7).

Also, in April five members of GPM Council
attended the inaugural pan-Canadian
sharing meeting with our provincial Green
counterparts.
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Representatives of Green Parties from
Alberta to P.E.I. took part virtually in an
extremely productive session, sharing
our collective knowledge and
experience. We're excited to be an
active part of this effort and look
forward to our next meeting in July!

Help us Raise $10k for Election 2027

Our fundraising continues to ensure
resources to run a full slate of highly
qualified candidates. If you haven't
already, please sign up for a monthly or
one-time donation. Our goal is to raise
$10,000 by December, please visit our
website to make your donation today!

Preparing for the Next Election

We've been organizing several election-
related committees, including Election
Planning, Finance & Fundraising,
Communications and Membership.

If you've been involved with previous
campaigns and interested in joining a
committee, please let us know. We
continue to recruit candidates and look
forward to announcing our first
nominees before the end of summer. If
you might be interested in running,
drop me a note, we'd be happy to get
you started.

As always, if you ever have questions or
suggestions, please e-mall me at

Dennis.Bayomi@greenparty.mb.ca

- Dennis Bayomi, GPM President



Volunteer Corner
Council News

We're delighted to welcome Jesse
Waters-Wolfe as our new Winnipeg
Regional Rep, moving up from his
Member-at-Large position on Council.
Jesse will be continuing his ongoing
outreach efforts, helping us reach out
to GPM members living within the
perimeter and ensuring GPM
members in the city have a liaison to
Council. Jesse will continue as our
Newsletter Editor and Music
Community Engagement (MCE)
Coordinator, organizing our Green
Stage events.

Welcome back to Laura Potts, who has
agreed to resume a term as the Party
Secretary.

IT and Data Oversight Committee

Welcome to Gilles Detillieux, stepping
up to assume the Chair of the IT & DO
Committee. Gilles has been a member
of the committee for a couple of years
and brings a long record of work in
information technology. The IT & DO
committee is responsible for ensuring
that GPM's using current and
appropriate tech.

Volunteer Openings

At any given time, there are numerous
ways you can get involved in the GPM.
We're especially looking for folks with
graphic arts, social media and
communications experience, as well as
finance / bookkeeping.

Council Positions Up For Election

Several Council positions are up for
election this year:

Treasurer

Membership Coordinator
Winnipeg Regional Rep
Northern Manitoba Rep

Drop us a note if you'd be interested in
getting involved with the GPM in any of
these ways.

- Dennis Bayomi, GPM President
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BECOME A CANDIDATE!

\

The next provincial election is scheduled for
Fall 27, but we're expecting an early call!

Our goal is to elect the first Green MLA in
Manitoba history! And to do that, we're
looking to have a candidate in each of the
province's 57 ridings.

Want to be part of our exciting slate of
candidates? Drop us a note, let's talk!

E-mail: FirstGreenMLA@Qgreenparty.mb.ca
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Central Canadian Alienation

Just where is “Western Canada?”

Not in Manitoba. One look at a map will tell
you that. As long as the geographic centre
of North America resides in Manitoba, the
area from roughly Brandon to Thunder Bay
is quite firmly located in “Central Canada.”

| can hear your objections now. Yes, it's true
that, when Canada consisted of just two
provinces, Ontario and Quebec, “Central”
Canada properly referred to those places.
But is that the case today?

Canada has grown. It's a big country. Why
are we still sticking to geographic
definitions from the 19*" century? And when
B.C., the western-most province, is never
included in the popular conception of “The
West,” what's the logic in including
Manitoba?

The answer is obvious; “Western Canada” is
a political term which begins at Ontario’s

westernmost border, wherever that may be.

It is not a term based on geography. As
such, we should be careful about letting
others apply it to us.

Ottawa wants “Western Canada” to be
defined by Ontario’s borders, so that they
do not have to admit that “Central Canada,”
exists at all. This fine Laurentian tradition
goes back to the very first federal Liberal
government under Alexander MacKenzie,
when in 1878, his proposed MB-Ontario
boundary was rejected as being, “in utter
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disregard to the interests of the
[Canadian] Dominion as a whole.”
Ultimately, Ontarian interests prevailed,
and the border was set far to the west of
the on-the-ground reality.

As for Calgary, by defining everything up
to the Ontario border as “Western
Canada” they get to ignore our existence
and claim leadership of our cultural and
political life. Of course Danielle Smith
would love for Manitobans to be
“Western” just like her. And after all, aren’t
we alienated?

Clearly, both East and West feel the need
to try and claim us. Both have a serious
interest in getting us on “their side.” But
we have our own interests and our own
history, and if other areas want to do
business with us, it should be for equal
benefit, not to advance an agenda at our
expense.

Manitoba has always been a unique place
in the nation, from its founding to the
present day. Winnipeg was a world-class
city when Calgary was a handful of stables
and a two-bit hotel. Our political and
cultural footprint is unique and overlaps
with our geographic one, from here to
Thunder Bay. We may be alienated from
Ottawa (I sure am), but we are not
“Western Canadians”.

- Jesse Waters-Wolfe, Editor, GPM
Winnipeg Regional Representative


https://retson.ca/ontariomanitobaboundarydispute.html

Greens & Municipal Elections

With Manitoba's municipal elections
quickly approaching (Oct 28/26) and the
race now underway for Winnipeg Mayor,
we've been thinking how can we get
more Greens on the civic election slates?

Cities like Vancouver have political
parties at the municipal level, including
an active Green Party. Is it time
Winnipeg likewise have political parties
at this level?

At minimum, we can certainly
encourage GPM members to consider
running in the municipal elections,
particularly in Winnipeg for Mayor, City
Councillor or School Trustee.

Other cities in the province, including
Brandon, Thompson, Selkirk, and Dauphin
also have their elections on Oct 28.

Encouraging a slate of municipal "Green
candidates" is certainly in our Party's
objectives as articulated in our constitution,
and a priority for us as we get closer to those
elections.

Reach out to us if you'd like to either run or
help with a campaign - | certainly will!

- Dennis Bayomi, GPM President

“GreenChat” is GPM'’s online discussion platform. Since 2023,
it's where GPM Council, Leadership Team, Committees and
Caucuses conduct the bulk of our work. As well, all GPM
members can participate in GreenChat’s Member Forum
section for sharing news, ideas and other information.

GreenChat let's you interact directly with your Manitoba
Greens! If you'd like to take part, just e-mail us at

info@greenparty.mb.ca and we'll set up your free account.

See you on GreenChat!
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The Gas Price Rip-Off

The instinctive reaction to rising gas prices
is that we are being ripped off, but, we are
told that prices are global; the free market
is reacting to demand and supply. Nothing
can be done by our elected officials, they
say.

As a progressive, your Spiderman instincts
should tingle that a crime is occurring
somewhere when you hear, “free markets,”
just like | hope it now does for, “balanced
budgets.” To quote the economist,
diplomat & intellectual, JK Galbraith:

“The most damaging feature of
neoclassical and neo-Keynesian
economics is the arrangement by which
power - the ability of persons or institutions
to bend others to their purposes — is
removed from the subject. The business
firm is said to be wholly subordinate to the
instruction of the market and thereby to
the individual or household.”

In North America, input costs haven't
changed, and demand remains the same.
Very little oil is exported to Asia or Europe,
even from Canada. The blockage is for oil
producers in the Middle East being able to
ship their oil outwards. So it's not supply
and demand that's raising your gas price.
It's “market power;” the ability of large
corporations to set uncompetitive prices
without losing market share. Once again,
economics is directly affecting your life.
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If you elect a politician who believes in
Neoliberal Economics, then market power
will not be challenged by the power of
your elected government. If you
understand the importance of these
economic ideas, I'd urge you to get
involved in an upcoming election, for the
GPM, a federal progressive party, or
municipally.

Our government has many options
available. It could enact price controls.
Some suggest a financial trading tax to
slow speculation. Most agree that windfall
profit taxes would be a good idea.

As progressives, we're frustrated that we
sold off our public interest in our resources
to USA MAGA oligarchs in the first place.
The key lesson from gas prices is that
market power must be counter-balanced
by strong government policy and that,
“free markets,” only exist in theory.

We instinctively know that this applies to
all the major economic issues of the day.

Because we can't escape the feeling that
we're being ripped off everywhere.

- Brent Bjorklund, GPM Finance Critic



Five Words You Can Never Say In the Leg’

On May 4, 2026, Manitoba Legislature House
Speaker Tom Lindsey added the words
bigoted, homophobic, misogynist, racist,
and transphobic to the list of
unparliamentary language that could get
MLA's reprimanded if used.

At first blush, it raises a concern about being
able to call out the very behaviour these
words refer to. It seems to grant permission
to things like Wayne Ewasko's, “quit
drinking, Wab,” (thinly veiled racism and a
not-so-thinly-veiled personal attack on
someone who has struggled, and overcome,
substance abuse) and Obby Khan using_the
term, “*whatever you are,” in reference to
non-binary Uzoma Asagwara. That said,
Khan eventually apologized and Ewasko
was ejected from the Leg’ for a day. So, it
seems that Lindsey is willing to try to keep
order while dialing down the language.

“Try” is the key word here, because
Manitoba’s Legislature, and Canadian
Legislatures in general, have a reputation
for being raucous and disrespectful. This
isn't a new problem; several years ago, a
high school teacher | know took his class to
the viewing gallery at the legislature. He
expected the kids to see decorum and
constructive debate. Instead, they

got a room full of politicians acting worse
than the Kkids ever do. It turned him right off
any future political engagement of any kind,
and | can only imagine many of the kids will
have felt the same way.

That this is an ongoing experience for
people seeing our legislature in action
should be a big red flag.

We need constructive debate. \We face
unprecedented challenges. Homelessness,
rapidly rising costs, the drug crisis, Al job
loss, weakening democracies, trade
instability, and the climate emergency. We
need our representatives working
collaboratively to build better solutions. If
they're spending time thinking up petty
attacks, they're ignoring the big issues.

We need citizen participation. Low voter
turnout is a direct response to frustration
with politicians and the political process.
Increasing violence against politicians, and
particularly women, is evidence of growing
partisanship and anger. It isn't up to voters
to fix themselves; politicians need to give
people something worth engaging with.

We need politicians to see themselves as
examples. People are watching. Youth are
watching. Debate and disagreement is
good. Learn how to do it with respect.
Marshall Rosenberg suggests in Non-
Violent Communication’ that the word “you’
can be violent. Witness Khan's words to
Asagwara as an example, “whatever you
are.” It's possible to practice mindfully
constructive language and reduce the
potential for conflict.

1

We need Proportional Representation.
First-Past-the-Post leads to a highly
polarized political system as parties collapse
into the two most powerful groups. We
need to end the winner-take-all mentality in
our political discourse. With more parties
and better representation, our politicians
will be called on to work toward consensus
and compromise. But until we get there,
dear representatives, do better.

-Blair Mahaffy, GPM Policy & Platform Chair
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Return of the Robins
It happened the weekend of April 17.

| first noticed them while strolling to a
friend's place on Friday, to get a key and
instructions for the house / kitty sitting |
was going to do for the next two days. |
saw a huge flock of robins occupying the
branches of a tree. As | walked back and
forth between our homes to look after
our respective critters over the weekend,
their feathered presence in the
neighborhood seemed to increase while
the recent snow we had received
diminished. But the peak of this wildlife
theatre performance occurred Sunday
afternoon.

Standing beneath a clear, cobalt blue sky,
| observed multitudes of robins slicing
through the calm air. It brought to mind
Alfred Hitchcock's movie, The Birds, but,
rather than being ominous, it was
absolutely glorious! | was treated to
nature's Sensurround with a symphony
of robins calling from every direction,
jostling for prime territory. But they had
much more to celebrate than their
triumphant return from warmer climes.

Unlike domestic chickens, the world’s most
numerous bird, and arguably, the most
abused animal on the planet, robins enjoy
autonomy over their lives. They will never
be robbed of their gift of flight, the ultimate
expression of freedom, by being caged as
"pets." They won't be blasted from the air as
"game birds," or eradicated as "invasive
species." Because they aren't considered
"pests," they will not be targeted with
poisons or shot en masse in killing contests.

Robins are considered "song birds," and are
even more beloved as their arrival is
associated with that of spring. And they
receive extra protections under the
Migratory Bird Convention Act.

In a world too often dominated by colonial
and anthropocentric values and labels,

robins have certainly hit the jackpot.

- Debbie Wall, GPM Animal Issues Critic
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