Green Notes

Bimonthly Newsletter of the
Green Party of Manitoba

Leader’'s Message

YOUR Voice for Health, Ecology, Fairness, and Care!

Welcome to 2026 March
Madness!

Convalescing at my daughter’s
house, away from MB, has me so
grateful to our GPM members,
Council Members and Leadership
team! All the excellent letters to
the editor, social media
communications, the successful
first Green Stage music gathering,
attendance at vital protests and
general standing up for GPM
values of Health, Ecology, Fairness
and Care, has been nourishing
and inspiring to witness.

May our GPM community inspire
you as well, for this is such a time
of grief & loss, at home with
unfulfilled promises and abroad
with desperate bombings, power
grabs and unnecessary human
suffering. Is it the death throes of
late-stage extractive capitalism?
Hopefully! Spring is around the
corner, with new growth, new

Last March in my

Leader’'s Address | quoted the
Moody Blues: “Just what the

truth is, | don't know
anymore, but | love you!”
Even a more relevant

message this March than last!

None of us has all the
answers in these times.
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Leader’s Message
(cntd. from pg. 1)

Let's demonstrate our love for our
precious world, our earth, our shared
truth, on many levels now. To help us
determine what the truth is locally,
nationally and internationally, to help us
choose the right actions, both personally
and publicly. It is somehow harder than
ever to know what the truth is! Working
in the community, talking, acting on
these topics, watching and supporting
Elizabeth May & the GPC in their work to
protect our democracy on the national
scale, can help us all. Proportional
representation is gaining support,
nation-wide!

Thank you for doing what you can. Let's
celebrate discovering our best next steps
together!

In solidarity,

-Janine G. Gibson,
Leader, GPM

AGM- JUNE 7/26

Our Annual General Meeting is set
for Sunday June 7/26 1:30pm via
Zoom. Email
info@greenparty.mb.ca for link.

Interested in running for Council or
another position? More details in
this newsletter!

Editor’s View

Thanks for joining us for the second edition
of the GPM's bigger-and-better newsletter!

With a provincial election (probably) on the
way, your Manitoba Greens are busy
planning the strategies, platforms &
budgets needed to elect our first Green
MLA. We know that Green support, like it is
across Canada, is strong in our province. But
getting across the finish line won't be easy.

That's why we need your help. The political
game is stacked against us in so many ways,
fromn donation rules to media access, to our
electoral system itself. Instead of depending
on rich donors, we depend on people like
you! Please consider how you can support
us this election. We need donations,
volunteers, candidates, and much more.

We also have a very important special
membership motion regarding the
extension of our Leader’'s term. This is in
anticipation of our early provincial election.
Article on page 5.

-Jesse Waters-Wolfe, Editor, GPM
Councillor-at-Large

i green

“". PARTY OF MANITOBA



Early Provincial Election

The likelihood of an early provincial
election keeps rising, just as many of us
were anticipating mere months after
the Fall 2023 election!

Case in point: CJOB's "The Start"
morning show (Mar 12/26 8:48am),
where Premier Kinew was asked point
blank by co-host Greg Mackling whether
there'll be an early call.

Of course, with mention of how the
opposition party is “unravelling,” and
true to his hockey-playing form with
much stick-handling, the Premier
answered (not surprisingly) with ... NO
answer!

Add to that the NDP's Facebook page
highlighting MLAs running again and
the PCs throwing their Basic Personal
Exemption “election promise” out there.

So ..

We're ramping up our preparations for an
early election - which we're anticipating as
early as this June, just weeks after the budget
announcement, or possibly this Fall before
the civic elections!

Our goal is to have a Green candidate on the
ballot in as many of the 57 ridings as possible -
we need YOU to ...

e PLEASE make a donation

e Sign up to VOLUNTEER

e Consider being a CANDIDATE! We'll
provide resources & assistance.

Visit our website greenparty.mb.ca to make
your donation TODAY or contact us at
info@greenparty.mb.ca to volunteer or
inquire about becoming a candidate!

Thank YOU and GO GREEN!!

-Dennis Bayomi, GPM President

year!

BECOME A

CANDIDATE!

The next provincial election is scheduled for Fall 27,
but we're expecting an early call, possibly later this

Our goal is to elect the first-ever Green MLA in
Manitoba history! And to do that, we're looking to
have a candidate in each of the province’'s 57 ridings.

Want to be part of our exciting slate of candidates?
Drop us a note, let's talk!

E-mail: FirstGreenMLA@greenparty.mb.ca
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Notes From The President

Events

Since our last newsletter, we've organized /
co-organized several excellent community
outreach events. Thanks to our volunteers,
notably Jesse and Danae, for all their
planning and coordinating work - see their
write-ups & photos elsewhere in this
newsletter.

e “Veganuary” (Jan 24) - For the second
year, GPM co-sponsored, spoke and
tabled at this all-vegan lunch.

e “Ask GPM Anything” (Jan 27) - Thanks to
everyone who came out, always a good
opportunity to meet your GPM
Leadership and Council, and learn more
about GPM.

e “Green Stage” (Feb 22) - What a terrific
event, our kick-off for our Music
Community Engagement (MCE)
initiative. Thanks to all the performers
and everyone who attended!

Sign up for GreenChat

We encourage all of you to sign up for
“GreenChat”, our GPM-members-only
discussion forum. We conduct the vast
majority of our party business there but
also have sections open for general
conversation and information-sharing
among members.

Preparing for the Provincial Election
Signs are pointing to a likely early
provincial election. Though we've been
preparing for months now, we're
ramping up our election readiness and
can use YOUR help.

See articles elsewhere in this newsletter
on that and how you can get involved.
Especially see our Special Membership
Motion asking to extend our Leader
Janine's term and ensure our Leader's
in place for the election.

Dennis Bayomi, President

participate in our Members Forum.

account.

See you there!

“GreenChat” is GPM's online discussion platform.
Since 2023, it's where GPM Council, Leadership
Team, Committees and Caucuses conduct the bulk
of our work. All GPM members are eligible to

GreenChat let's you interact directly with your
Manitoba Greens! If you'd like to take part, e-mail us
at info@greenparty.mb.ca and we'll set up your free
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In anticipation of an early election,
GPM members are invited to vote on
the following special motion:

MOTION: That the term of current
GPM Leader, Janine Gibson, be
extended until the date of the next
provincial election plus a three (3)
month post-election period. This would
be followed by a Leadership contest.

Rationale:

In anticipation of an early election, this
motion is an attempt to best prepare
the GPM by having an established and
experienced party Leader in place for
that campaign.

GPM Council will be looking at another
motion in the coming weeks that will
recommend changing the timing of
leadership contests, so that leadership
terms will not end shortly before a
provincial election. e.g. Leader terms to
end three months after a provincial
election.

Notes:

e Leadership terms are for 3 years.
Janine's term runs until March
31/26.

e The next MB provincial election is
scheduled for no later than Oct
5/27.So under this motion, the
Leader's term would be extended
to at most Jan 5/28.

o Approval of this motion will require
60% of the Yes/No votes (excludes
Abstentions).

e |fthe motion is not approved (< 60%
Yes), a Leadership contest will be
immediately initiated.

Discussion Sessions:

Informal discussion sessions are scheduled
for Tues Mar 24 and Thurs Mar 26 (7:30pm-
9pm) for members to ask questions and
offer feedback.

These will be drop-in style over Zoom
(request link by e-mailing
info@greenparty.mb.ca).

If members are unable to attend either
session, we'd be happy to consider
alternative arrangements.

Voting:

Electronic voting will take place the 2-
week period of:

Sat, Mar 28 (1 pm) to Sat, Apr 11 (1 pm).

All members in good standing will receive
an e-ballot - please notify us at
info@greenparty.mb.ca if you don't receive
your ballot by the start date.

-Dennis Bayomi, GPM President

SPECIAL GPM

MEMBERSHIP
MOTION!

Be sure to vote! Let us know what
you think about extending our
Leader's term.

Electronic voting to take place later
in March.

See article for details.




Second Annual Veganuary

The second Veganuary: An Animal Rights
and Rescue Fundraiser was a sold-out
success! Co-hosted by the Vegan Greens
Caucus of the Green Party of Manitoba,
Manitoba Animal Save, and Real Swanky,
the event brought our community
together in support of animals and raised
a grand total of $1,410.51 for Little Red
Barn Sanctuary, Free From Farm
Sanctuary, and Manitoba Animal Save.

On January 24, 2026, 102 guests gathered
at Charisma of India Restaurant, who
generously hosted the event with a
delicious fully vegan buffet. Members of
the Vegan Greens Caucus and Manitoba
Animal Save also organized an amazing
raffle and 50/50 draw.

Big thank you to everyone who attended,
volunteered, donated prizes, and
supported our vision of coming together
to celebrate veganism and grow the
movement for animal protection.

Stay tuned for our next event!

-Danae Tonge, GPM Councillor-at-Large

PLEASE DONATE TODAY!

We're busy getting ready for the next election, with the goal of
electing our first Green MLA! But the reality is, in politics, one needs
$$$ to succeed!

So PLEASE help by making a donation today! Consider signing up
for a monthly donation of $10 or $20/mth. You'll receive a 75% tax
credit on the first $400 you donate for the year.

Make your donation on our website or via e-transfer (e-mail for
details)

THANK YOU!




Green Stage(s)!

Our first Green Stage concert was held on Feb
22 and was a big success. Thanks to the
Handsome Daughter for having us out, and for
Hoagie Boyz for providing the very delicious
(and vegan) hoagies.

As part of the GPM's commitment to a healthy
and sustainable community, we were proud to
have musicians Jess Rae (Sweet Alibi), Grotoko,
and Josh Brandon out on the GPM Stage. The
GPM believes that the arts are an integral part
of any community and society, and we
recognize the rich history of the arts and music
in Manitoba in particular. While our
governments refuse to support our artists &
their industry properly, we in the GPM are
picking up the slack.

Our next Green Stage event is in the works, and
is aimed for the week of Earth Day (April 22).
Watch our social media channels for more
information!

-Jesse Waters-Wolfe, GPM Councillor-at-Large
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The Strategic Voting Trap

A democratic emergency rages in Canada,
and it's keeping Greens out of office. How
many times have you, or someone you
know, decided they “can’t” vote Green,
because they need to vote “strategically?”

“Strategic” voting is an electoral trap set for
us by the other parties, and a vicious one
too. In 2015, many of us voted ‘strategically,’
for Justin Trudeau. He promised to save
Canadian democracy, and reform Canada’s
first-past-the-post-voting system. More than
1200 times (the Greens counted!), electoral
reform was promised during his campaign.
Did we get it?

No. Instead, we got a committee made up
primarily of Liberals, and one which, initially,
had Green MP’s as non-voting-members!
This was only changed after complaints
from Elizabeth May and some NDP allies. In
the end, we got a long, drawn-out process,
which decided that we Canadians just didn't
want voting reform after all. Lucky for the
Liberals.

That's the message, and the strategy, behind
“strategic voting.” Put your own priorities
and needs aside, they say, and vote for us
instead.

Instead of voting for the candidate you
actually want, vote for the candidate that
will beat the guy you hatel! It's a political
strategist’'s dream come true. It works
because it scares us; we were scared in 2015,
and we were scared in 2025, when millions
of us again voted “strategically,” for the
Liberals.

So when does the cycle end? When the
Liberals and Conservatives get tired of
forming government? Don't count on it...

The fact is, there is no incentive for any of our
larger parties to enact voter reform.

This includes our provincial NDP. They benefit
disproportionately from our first-past-the-post
system, and we suffer disproportionately. This
stifling of voter choice may be good for large &
wealthy big-tent parties, but it destroys faith in
our democracy. Already, close to a third of
Canadians dont vote. The number one reason?
It simply wouldn't matter; politicians are
untouchables.

This feeling crosses all boundaries and sections
of the voting public. People’s faith in the
system is low; their fatigue is high. Political
leaders continue to use dirty tricks like
“strategic voting,” to scare the electorate into
choosing the status quo again and again. Those
same leaders are terrified of letting the idea of
voting reform go mainstream, which gives us,
as Greens, the opportunity to blow it wide open.

The more disgruntled people become with
democracy, the more willing they are to
change it. Greens everywhere should push the
message: electoral reform is in YOUR interest.
Left, right, centre, it doesn't matter; if you wish
politicians were more accountable to their
voters, change our broken system. Only that
way will anything change.

So, this election, don't fall into the trap of
“strategic” voting. If you want to make the real
strategic choice, choose a party that supports
electoral reform!

For me, that means Green.

-Jesse Waters-Wolfe, GPM Councillor-At-Large
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A quick search for the definition of "hunt"
generates words such as "search,"
"pursue," and "chase." The spring bear
"hunt" is none of those things and is
more akin to shooting fish in a barrel.

Black bears are one of two species that
can be baited in Manitoba. Bait stations
containing high calorie, fatty foods are
established for up to 14 days before the
start of the season (April 27 - June 14 this
year) to attract bears who are in a state of
semi-starvation following hibernation.
"Hunters" will then shoot down upon
them from stands in the trees above.

In Manitoba, black bears are the only
species that can be "hunted" in the
spring. Cubs emerge from their den with
their mother in late April to early May,
nurse until the fall and depend on her to
learn life and survival skills until 18 month
of age. Mothers will often stash their
babies in trees for protection while they
forage for food which can very well lead
them to a bait station.

It is illegal to "hunt" females but, given
the difficulty determining the gender of
large, dark hairy animals, particularly
from above, mothers are inevitably killed
leaving untold numbers of cubs to suffer
slow deaths due to thirst, starvation,
exposure or predation. According to
provincial data as many as 224 cubs were
orphaned in 2023. Those who are less
unlucky may be found and taken to
Black Bear Rescue, Manitoba's only
facility certified to rehabilitate bears.

The feeding of wild animals is illegal in the
province as it can lead to habituation to
humans and increase human-animal
conflict. Yet these bait stations can be set
up just beyond 200 meters of a dwelling or
500 meters of a cottage subdivision or
campground. Bears have slow reproductive
rates and we are currently lacking data
about their population. Last year's wildfires
put additional pressure on their ability to
find food and shelter.

What does it say about us as a society that
we would consider the Killing of sentient
beings for fun a "sport?" Those outfitters
who are profiting from this "hunt" need
support transitioning to eco-tourism and
bear watching as alternative income. The
Green Party of Manitoba has had a policy
calling for the ban of the spring bear "hunt"
on the books since February 2022.

What can you do? Please urge Premier
Wab Kinew (premier@manitoba.ca) and
Natural Resources and Indigenous Futures
Minister lan Bushie (minnrif@manitoba.ca)
to end the spring bear "hunt." And, if you're
able, support Black Bear Rescue. Funded
via donations, they've spent $43,000 to
$100,000 annually since 2018 on the
rehabilitation, releasing and monitoring of
cubs.

For a deeper dive on this issue, check out
the Animal Alliance of Canada's report on
the Manitoba spring bear "hunt."

-Debbie Wall, GPM Animal Rights Critic
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Some Thoughts On News Media

Good information sources are the bedrock
of a functional democracy. While
Canada’s news sources are generally
reliable, ranking “Satisfactory” on
Reporter's Without Borders World Press
Freedom Index, we've had some serious
setbacks in the last decade or two. Our
ranking in 2002, when the WPFI was
founded, Canada was ranked at a very
high 5. We now sit at 21.

The United States, which, sadly, often
drives Canadian trends, has gone from 17
in 2002 to 57. That's a huge drop; one
which now puts them in the
“Problematic” category.

| note, with very little surprise, the amount
of people who see social media as news
(which it isn't), and the recent
enshittification of news producers. That
term, coined by journalist Cory Doctorow,
describes how a good Internet idea
deteriorates as advertising and corporate
interest take precedence over good
journalism.

Corporate ownership of news isn't new —
Reuters, who is generally pretty good at
journalism, is owned by Canadian
behemoth Thompson media. Murdoch’s
Fox network has long been a source of
heavily biased “news.” Jeff Bezos'
purchase and subsequent editorial
interference in the Washington Post has
turned it into as cheap and unreliable a
product as you might find on Amazon
itself. And the recent change in direction
at CBS - kowtowing to pressure from the
Whitehouse to silence critics - is very
worrisome. The American press is rapidly
falling under the control of a half dozen
oligarchs.

Our own debate around the CBC is of great
interest in this context. A good chunk of
Canada’'s media landscape is owned by
Postmedia — an American corporate giant.
This includes 130 media outlets including
Canwest, the National Post, and Financial
Post. Erosion of Canada’s journalistic and
editorial independence has been well
documented.

On the other hand, legislation forbids the
owner of the CBC (the government, AKA the
citizens of Canada) from interfering with its
journalistic direction and decisions. We ought
to be celebrating having a news source that is,
by definition, independent of big business
interests (assuming our government retains
some independence — see my other writing
on electoral reform) who have no interest in
reporting the truth. A public broadcaster is a
haven of good journalism, and we ought to be
funding it well, rather than hacking it to
pieces.

(cntd. on next page)

UPCOMING

EVENTS!

e Mar 24 & 26, 7:30-9pm: Q & A Session

on Leadership Extension motion.

e Mar 28 to Apr 11: E-Voting for

Leadership Extension motion.

e April: Green Stage #2

e June 7, 1:30pm: AGM

Email: info@greenparty.mb.ca
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Some Thoughts On News Media

(cntd. from last page)

I've been looking a lot recently at how to
measure bias and reliability in news, and
here are some further thoughts:

| recently learned about Ground News. A
Canadian based news aggregator that
ranks left/right bias and reliability in news
articles and providers. It has tools that
help you explore “blind spots” in your
regular news feed and has analysis of
various news sites for bias. With higher
subscriptions, you get more information
(such as details on ownership

of sources), but even the free level is
handy.

Ad Fontes media has developed a news
ranking system that analyzes news sites
for left/right bias and reliability and value.
It is US-focused but Canadian sites are
starting to show up. The cool thing is their
interactive tool that lets you enter a news
site and see where they rank. They also
provide courses in how they do the
analysis — I've taken one and found it really
useful in how | consume news and media.
Ground News uses Ad Fontes as part of its
ranking system.

I'd like to urge people to support good
journalism; not only through subscribing,
but also by sharing the info that they
provide. Good sources include:

e The Free Press (formerly Winnipeg
Free Press, AKA The Freep) — locally
owned and independent.

e Canada’s National Observer. Biased to
the Left, without a doubt. But in a
media environment where climate
concerns have all but disappeared, this
is a good one.

e The Conversation Canada. Created and
run by journalists and in partnership
with universities across Canada.

e Reuters, NPR, AP, and Canadian Press.

e For a news, analysis, and opinion: The
Tyee, The Walrus, The Observer (UK),
The Atlantic (US)

As to Substack, Reddit, Bluesky, Facebook,
Instagram and others: always check the
sources.

And my golden rule, due to Meta’s refusal
to pay for good journalism and their
subsequent ban on news: if it's on Meta's
platforms, you can be sure: it isn't
journalism!

-Blair Mahaffy, Chair, GPM Policy &
Platform Committee
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