Leader’'s Message

YOUR Voice for Health, Ecology, Fairness, and Care!

Thank you for choosing Care,
Courage, and Community!

As another year begins, | want

to thank you for choosing to
support politics guided by
integrity, compassion, and
respect for the natural world.

Your belief in the Green Party
of Manitoba helps sustain a
vision of leadership that
listens, protects, and plans for
the long term. That
commitment matters — now
more than ever.

| especially want to salute the
commitment of our Green
Party of Manitoba Critics -
Blair Mahaffy: Policy &
Platform Chair and
Proportional Representation /
Democracy Critic, Brent
Bjorklund: Finance Critic,
Dennis Bayomi: Health Critic
and Debbie Wall: Animal
Issues Critic.

This recognition must
include the warmest
welcome to Jesse
Waters-Wolfe for his
role in this great
newsletter reimagining
and for joining our
Council!

With this leadership
support, our Green
policies continue to
develop and deepen, as
we also work for ways to
integrate the calls to
action of the Truth and
Reconciliation
Committee.

(continued on page 3)
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Hello & welcome to a new and improved ~ On a personal note, I'm beyond excited to
GPM newsletter! Inside you'll find updates e working with the Manitoba Greens.

on GPM events, volunteer opportunities, Decades of unfulfilled promises by our
donations, and messages from |eader5hip_ political establishment have left us with
Don't miss our back-page editorials and  broken systems and a polarized

the scoop on our new and exciting “Green €lectorate. To be part of a group working
Stage” music event, part of the GPM's new towards a sustainable future, not just for

“Music Community Engagement Initiative” our ecology, but for society in general, is
(MCE). an empowering feeling.

The MCE is our newest initiative, aimed at If you'd like to get involved, via

supporting & connecting with our volunteering, writing articles, a donation,
amazing arts community! Please contact ©Or any other ideas you may have, please
us if you're an artist interested in taking ~ 9etin touch. We're always looking for new

part. Our first show is set for Feb 22, details contributors, and there’s |ots for you to do!
on page 5. The march towards a Green future

progresses one person at a time ...
Jesse Waters-Wolfe
GPM Editor, Councillor-at-Large

PLEASE DONATE TODAY!

We're busy getting ready for the next election, with
the goal of electing our first Green MLA! But the
reality is, in politics, one needs $$% to succeed!

So PLEASE help by making a donation today!
Consider signing up for a monthly donation of $10
or $20/mth. You'll receive a 75% tax credit on the
first $400 you donate for the year.

Make your donation on our website or via e-transfer
(e-mail us for details).

THANK YOU!!




Notes From The President

A BIG thank you to those of you who
contributed in 2025 and/or during our
successful year-end fundraising
campaign. Your support goes a long
way helping us prepare for the next
provincial election.

And Thank YOU, Volunteers!

GPM would be nothing without our
many volunteers - THANK YOU! Our
new section “Volunteer Corner”
spotlights some of you, welcomes our
new volunteers, and lists openings.

Exciting Events!

Join us for our “Ask GPM Anything!”
(Jan 27) and “Green Stage” (Feb 22)
events! Hope to see you there!

AGM - June 7/26

Circle your calendars - Sunday June 7
as the tentative date of our next AGM.
Leading up to the AGM, we'll have
online voting for policy resolutions and
for Council. Stay tuned for details!

Leadership Contest

In addition, as you've read in previous
newsletters, this is also the AGM where
we elect our Leader, as the 3-year
leadership term ends in 2026. Watch
for the leadership contest rules and
timeline in the days ahead.

As always, if you ever have questions or
suggestions, please e-mall me at

Dennis.Bayomi@greenparty.mb.ca

Dennis Bayomi, GPM President

Leader’'s Message

(Continued from Page 1)

All our policies are readable and
accessible on our website. Please
consider revisiting our website and
seeing if it inspires you to become
active as a candidate or to ask
someone you think has what it takes
to be a GPM member or candidate!
With the developing success of our
fundraising initiatives, we are on a
readiness roll toward the upcoming
provincial election! Jump OnN!

May the New Year bring you good
health, meaningful moments, and
renewed confidence that your support
is shaping something better.

With sincere thanks and warm wishes,

-
-

Sl
Janine Gibson, GPM Leader
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“ASK GPM ANYTHING!”

Tues Jan 27/26
7:30pm-9pm via Zoom

Join fellow members and a variety of
GPM reps - including Leader Janine
Gibson - in an informal but informative
session to learn more about the GPM,
how you can get involved, and ways to
help in advance of the next election.

E-mail info@greenparty.mb.ca to RSVP
and for Zoom link. See you there!




Volunteer Corner

Welcome!

We're delighted to welcome Jesse
Waters-Wolfe as our new Newsletter
Editor, taking over from Laura Potts,
who did a fantastic job the past
couple years. Jesse’s relatively new to
GPM but very enthusiastic to make
our newsletter bigger & better, using
a new format, created thanks to
Caitlin Sikora.

Kudos also to Jesse for taking on the
role of Music Community
Engagement (MCE) Coordinator,

helping us support & advocate for the

local music community. Read more
about this exciting initiative in this
issue, including our “Green Stage”
kick-off (Feb 22).

Council News

A big thank-you to Laura Potts for
continuing as a Member-at-Large
Councillor, after serving as Secretary
for the past two years.

We're also pleased to announce that
Jesse’s joined GPM Council as a
Member-at-Large Councillor,
bringing his other roles to Council.

Shadow Critics

Welcome to our two new Shadow
Cabinet Critics:

* Brent Bjorklund, Finance

* Debbie Wall, Animal Issues

Volunteer Opportunities
At GPM, we have many ways to get
involved. Currently, we're looking for
individuals who can help with:
* Social Media, esp TikTok & Instagram
* Media Communications
* Fundraising

If any of these roles interest you - or
others you might have in mind - please
get in touch!

Dennis Bayomi, GPM President
Dennis.Bayomi@greenparty.mb.ca
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BECOME A CANDIDATE!

GPM's been busy for months getting

ready for the next provincial election.

It's set for Fall 27, but we're expecting
an early call, possibly later this year!

Our goal is to elect the first-ever Green
MLA in Manitoba history! And to do
that, we're looking to have a candidate
in each of the province's 57 ridings.

Want to be part of our exciting slate of
candidates? Drop us a note, let's talk!

E-mail:
FirstGreenMLA@greenparty.mb.ca




GPM Caucus News

Vegan Greens Caucus

Our caucus has been very busy and
productive the past few months, with
community outreach, drafting policies
and hosting events. We're co-sponsoring
a Veganuary lunch event on Jan 24, with
Manitoba Animal Save and tabling at
Herbivore Haven on Mar 22. Drop us a
note if you're vegan and would like to
take part: vgc@greenparty.mb.ca

Potential Senior Greens Caucus
GPM'’s looking at establishing a caucus
focusing on issues of interest to
individuals 55+. It'll work on drafting
related policies as well as organizing
events for our senior members. If you'd
be interested, e-mail us at:
info@greenparty.mb.ca

"Veganuary Celebration” SOLD OUT!
Sat Jan 24 1lam-1pm @ Charisma
Co-sponsors: GPM Vegan Greens Caucus
& Manitoba Animal Save

"Ask GPM Anything!” via Zoom
Tues Jan 27 7.30pm-9pm
RSVP & link: info@greenparty.mb.ca

"GPM Presents: Green Stage”
Sun Feb 22 Doors 6:30, Show 7:30pm
The Handsome Daughter

GPM AGM via Zoom
Sun Jun 7 Afternoon (TBA)

Support & Share on Social Media!

LWEF Letter to Minister Moyes

The Lake Winnipeg Foundation has called for a
review of the ecological impacts of Manitoba's

hog industry. Please read & share their letter to
Environment Minister Mike Moyes (link here)!

Hog Watch Manitoba

Hog Watch Manitoba raises awareness about
Manitoba's hog industry & its impacts on our
environment. Eight million hogs are kept in
inhumane conditions which amount to torture.

Please visit their website at:
https://hogwatchmanitoba.ca

Route 90 Expansion

Former MLA Marianne Cerilli has prepared a
brief on the City’'s plans for the expansion of
Route 90. Click here to read. Please share on
social media!

" D
Green Party of Manitoba Presents ...

“GREEN STAGE”

SUN FEB 22/26

The Handsome Daughter
61 Sherbrook St.

A night supporting local music
featuring:
Jess Rae (Sweet Alibi)
Grotoko
..and more!l!

Doors 6:30pm, Music 7:30pm

Tix Adv: $10 At Door: $15
Reserve/pre-pay tickets by

e-mailing: info@greenparty.mb.ca
\ J



https://lakewinnipegfoundation.org/sites/default/files/inline-images/25-11-10-MinisterMoyes-CEC.pdf
https://hogwatchmanitoba.ca/
https://www.anatomyofapothole.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Route90Expansion-TLUCBrief.pdf

Canada & Animal Sentience

Gandhi is oft quoted as saying, "The
greatness of a nation and its moral
progress can be judged by the way its
animals are treated."

Most Canadians would be shocked to
learn that we ain't doin' so good. Our
country has some of the weakest animal
protection and transport laws in the
developed world.

World Animal Protection produces an
index that ranks 50 countries from
around the globe using legislation and
policy commitments as measures. On a
scale from A to G, Canada ranks D.

Our anti-cruelty legislation dates back to
1892. While there have been some
recent successes, such as the passage of
The Ending of Captivity of Whales and
Dolphins Act, meaningful change for the
majority of animals in our country hasn't
occurred since the 1950's.

At the heart of the matter is that animals
are considered mere property under
federal law and not recognized as
sentient beings. Sentience is the
capability to experience sensations or
feelings in response to positive or
negative stimuli and is an ethical basis
for determining that non-human animals
are deserving of moral consideration.
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The fact that animals are sentient beings is
supported by overwhelming scientific
consensus ... not to mention common
sense. The Government of Canada needs to
move animal cruelty provisions out of the
property section of the Criminal Code and
into a section where their sentience is
acknowledged.

Last year, a parliamentary petition asking
the Government of Canada to recognize
animals as sentient gathered over 10,000
signatures, but was not tabled for response
before parliament was prorogued.

A new petition, sponsored by Green Party of
Canada leader Elizabeth May, was launched
November 17, 2025 with the hope of
matching or surpassing that number of
signatures.

| encourage all Green Party of Manitoba
members to sign and share e-petition 6955
(link here). You'll need to go to your email to
verify your signature. It closes March 17,
2026.

Currently, Quebec is the only province to
recognize that animals, "are sentient beings
and they have biological needs." Manitoba
needs to follow suit. This is very much in
alignment with the Green Party of
Manitoba's values, and what | will use as a
guiding principle in my role as Animal
Issues Critic.

Debbie Wall
GPM Councillor-At-Large
GPM Animal Issues Critic


https://www.ourcommons.ca/petitions/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-6955

“The Big Issue”

In upcoming elections, the climate
emergency is, with one surprising
exception, the single most important issue
we must focus on.

Our slow response to the climate
emergency has put us at the edge of a very
difficult future. Climate weirding impacts
every part of our world.

Climate change is, as Katherine Hayhoe
(author of Saving Us) so eloquently says, the
hole in all the other buckets. The rising cost
of living, homelessness, public health,
infectious disease, weather-related health
issues, crime, immigration, and, for that
matter, rising authoritarianism will only get
worse as the climate emergency deepens.
We can pour all the money and resources
we want into solving problems, but the hole
in the bottom of the bucket will only get
larger if we don't deal with this one big
issue.

What bewilders me is how the federal
Liberals and provincial NDP have lost sight
of this. Promising to build more LNG
capacity, build more pipelines, build a gas-
powered backup site for MB Hydro,
contributing to the long-term problem,
makes no rational sense.

Bill McKibben, author of Here Comes the
Sun, says, we need to stop burning stuff. He
adds that the transition to renewable
energy is a game changer because the
energy is free. This is important because it
isn't just another extractive industry; it is a
technical change that will grow
exponentially, much like computers. Once
you have the tech, you just collect energy.

The fossil fuel companies know it and are
desperate that we keep burning stuff. So, they
can keep digging it up and increasing
shareholder value.

This brings us to that one exception: reforming
our electoral system. First Past the Post is
detrimental; democracy as a hockey game,
with a loser and a winner, is not up to the task.
The pithy sayings and ad hominem attacks
might be fine in a rink but not when our future
is at stake. 26% of voters turning 40% of the
vote into 100% power is not a mandate. Which
means the oiligarchs (sp. intended) win while
we do the same thing over and over again.

Both the provincial NDP and federal Liberals
have taken a step back from climate. | suspect
because there's a small number of swing voters
at stake who they think are too fickle for the
strong leadership required on climate. And
even if they did show some courageous
leadership, the CPC or PCs would come back in
and undo it all. Ad infinitum.

We need a system that encourages long-term
cooperation for planning and implementation.
We need a system that encourages ongoing
citizen engagement. We need fewer pithy
sayings and divisiveness, and we need more
diverse voices working together to build big
ideas.

We need to tackle the climate emergency.
Now. We need proportional representation and
Citizen's Assemblies to get us there.

Blair Mahaffy
Chair, GPM Policy & Platform Committee
GPM South East MB Representative



The Fake Deficit Paranoia Paradigm

There are a few basic facts about
government spending which urgently need
to be widely understood by the pubilic.

Politicians and economists are afraid to
challenge the public’s perception about
deficits. Irrational deficit paranoia has
shackled public policy and damaged our
economy and quality of life.

The federal government is very different
from a household. The Canadian
government does not spend from tax
revenue. It spends first, and then taxes back
a portion. All spending results in more
wealth and more private borrowing, not less.
The government issues bonds as a
procedure to provide safe investments for
banks and pensions, not because it gets
funds from the private sector.

A country which issues currency, like China,
the US, Japan, UK and Canada, can never go
bankrupt. They can also wipe out all interest
liabilities with a keystroke. The focus of these
governments needs to be avoiding inflation,
not deficits. When the people fight back and
tell their politicians to stop lying about
deficits, and journalists to stop parroting
these lies, we can tackle the cost of living,
inequality and climate change.

It takes courage, practice and patience to
educate folks and change the paradigm
away from the false notion of balanced
budgets. Progressives don’t need to be
experts to make these bold statements
about deficits. In the UK, the Green Party is
the third largest party with over 100,000
members and 20% popularity. Their new
leader, Zack Polanski, is effectively
communicating the truth about balanced
budgets and deficits.

If you're a finance nerd like me, you can read
The Deficit Myth by Stephanie Kelton. Listen
to Prof. Steve Keen and Richard Murphy on
YouTube and their podcasts. Believe and
share, because every progressive value and
goal depends on it. The billionaires know
that these ideas threaten their power over
governments, even if they don’t threaten
their financial interests.

Brent Bjorklund
GPM Finance Critic
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